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81st largest export 
economy in the world  
in 2017 

Total Exports in May 2019 

961 USD mn 

Total Imports in May 2019 

1800 USD mn 

Source: Department of Commerce 



Let’s talk about Sri Lanka Air Freight..  
Commodities Handled in 2018/19 
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Let’s talk about Sri Lanka Air Freight.. 
Performance & Growth (MT)  



Air traffic flow on between 500 
largest airports worldwide 

 



Infrastructure Developments : Capacity 
Enhancement 

Sheltered Handling Capacity  
193,000 Metric Tons 

Exposed Handling 
Capacity  

57,000 Metric Tons 

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24

Series1 275,366 288,204 303,358 318,513 333,667 348,822
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Cargo Ground Handling Volumes Forecast 

MAX 
Capacity 

30% of total 
cargo handled is 

unsheltered 
Concerns: 
• Cargo handled volumes have exceeded the total handling 

capacity as at FY 2017/18 
• 30% of total handled cargo is stored in unsheltered capacity 
• Cost of claims saw an year on year increase of 55% 
•  Disrepute for Sri Lanka as a global logistical hub 

Utilization of 

Vertical 

Capacity 

through ETV 

Required Capital Investment for Vertical Storage Utilization 

USD Remarks

ETV 6M Deffered to FY 20/21

ASRS 5M With new AASL Terminal 

TOTAL 11M

1. Utilization of the vertical capacity through 
installation of Elevated Transporter vehicle (ETV) and 
Automated Storage Racking System (ASRS) 

2. Shift of Imports and delivery to external premises / 
AASL to provide  the proposed Imports terminal 
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Terminal 5 
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Proposed Shift of Imports Storage 
and Delivery Handling from T4 



“ 
Air cargo represents  

35% of Global Trade  

by value, but less than  

1% of Trade  

by volume 



Thank You! 


